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INDIANAPOLIS, April 5- 
Dr. Hcrmann Joseph Muller, 

.,. -;. wvinneo~~of the Nobel Prize in 
1946 fnn, his discoveries of the . . c hereditary effects of radiation, 

: -’ died today at Robert W. Long 
.#: Hospital. He had been hospital- 

:.-;;; iZcd last month with a heart 
. ..‘.L:: conch Lion. 

Dr.‘Mullcr. who was 76 years 
old. .wasq Distinguished Service 
Professor- Emeritus of Zoology 
at Indiqia University in Bloom- 
incton,__whcre he had lived since 1914~. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Mrs. I%rothca Muller: a son. 
David. E; Mullcr, a professor Of 
mathematics at the University I 
of Illinqj5, and a daughter Mrs. 

7%: K. Moa,Htun. whose husband is, ur. Her 

.’ . . Fun,etal arrangements wcre/p~p~~~~t.,,. 
’ .. incomplete tonight. . . I “We arc ’ 

-- mann a. aluller 
..’ on the’faculty of the University/ 

. of Hawaii. /dir+l+nrship of any kind, over 
inn or fanaticism.” 
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For. more than 50 years, Dr {“From 

... Mullrr studied the mystcrics of /to knowledge of hnwr;hi; 
“.‘& hereditp and genCtiCS, fascinat- /be influcnccd, s 
i’<‘.:‘ ed wlth8 such biological corn- come failing an 

plexitiesas the impact of radia- tlvely, to g 
tion on genes. Even in his final capabilitipq 

... years, he struggled to link his 
. ?biologicdl knowledge with a SO- Llvcu m me fironx 

.::I cial awareness. Hermann Joseph Muller wa: 
“Scientists have the respon-;born in New York City OI 

sibility of sering to it that their !Dec. 21, 1890. His fathtr, Her 
efforts, are used for the benefit, Imann Joseph Muller. and hi! 
not disadvantage, of their fel-(grandfather, Nicholas Muller 

., : . .:,>,<$ low humans,” the slight, gray- manufactured objects of art ir 

.f,.- eyed biologist once observed. metal. 
And in rcccnt years Dr. Mul- Young Mullcr attcndcd Morri: 

fer engaged in a highly publi- IHigh School in the Eronx, whcrt 
rised campaign to warn that he hclpcd established a scirncc 
radiatioh from nuclrar bomb Iclub. and COhnbid University 
tests could cause “tens nf thou-lwhcrc he majored in zoology 

. _ i_ll. sands” of harmful mutations in&He helped found the Biolog) 
_.~ future gcncrations. IClub there and was a mrmbel 

In JyJS, with right othrr iof the Pcithologian Litcraq 
prominrnt acirntists, including Society. During summers, Mu1 
Albert”Elnstein, he signed an lcr worked as a tutor, a bani 

igxi appeal th all nations to fore-‘clerk and at a resort hotel. 
_ ,(i swear’ war because the hydro- I 1 He Was gradudtcd from Co. 

pm bomb thrratcnrd “the con-[lumbia cum laudr in 1910 ant 
timled, I existrnce of mankind.” earned an M.A. there in physi. 

These,statcmcnts, and others. ology a year later. His thcsi: 

. . made Dr. Mullrr a controversial Iwas “The Nature of the Ncrvc 
figure-m, academic cirrlcs. Hls’ImPulsc.” 

.- major*.* achievements. however, Dr. Muller continued hi: 
-.i were dver overlooked. studies at the Medical School 

r ChaY@?s in FIy’s Offspring of Cornell University in 1911-12 
,and then returned to Columbia 

0 as to over 
--id, more posi 

Ke us even grcate 
____- and a richer life.’ 
1. . . . . - 

” In‘ i&i’. aftor years of work1 whrre he completed his Ph.D. 
,- with fru’lt- flies whose pedigrees /, He served as an instructor 

and ,hCreditary characteristics in biology at Rice Institute ln 
. were known for generations, Dr. Houston, Tex., starting ln 1915, 
,, Muher*.-demonstrated that by and was named head of the 
.. subjecting the flies to scvereldrpartment in 1918. It was at 

‘: X-ray..treatment, a variety OfiRice that he began his experl- 
.’ changes.,,, appeared in thcirimcnts with fruit flies. He re- 

<: young+ the shape and rolor’turned to Columbia for two 
of thqr, eyes. in the size and years of teaching and rrsearch 

‘..,’ shape of their wings, in thrir!and from 1929 to 1925 taught 
:;; ‘I- hair ante&e and in their gen-lat the Universitv of Texas- 

...‘<:‘..f era1 structure. From 1933 to 1937. Dr. M&r 

firld started by Grrgor Mendel,‘cow. “I went to Russia hope 
the &9th-centqv Austrian tuliv but became disillusion I. 

“‘q<; monk, .who ‘showed that certain when I saw how 



;;~nct,;.,~.il.~cL,‘l’i..ilc.~ arc cl<.- CIC‘li, !,C1 >,‘I LI u LJ’ UiL <<4 Llll 

term&$,. by chromosomes and Stalin to fit the Communist 
%vvlFS .-_ partv line.” he once wrote. I 
o-6-r:‘~~tillcr found that X-rays _ The purge of .scientists in the 
sometimes brokr the chromn-,Qinctccn-thirties and fortics an- 
somes m two. ‘l’ne orokcn set-igereo ancl dlsmaycd bun. Writ- 
tion wandered awag. he said./ing in the Bulletin of .4tomic 
and joined another chromosome./Scicntists in 1948, Dr. Mullcr/ 
thereby. disarranging naturc’sisaid that the Soviet Union had’ 
plans -:and spccificntions and imprisoned, banished or ex-j 
producing a mutation. ecuted many of its leading1 

“It was he who first turned/~cnrticists since 1933 in a ‘will- ” 
X-rays on the eggs of fruit flies,lul destruction” of, the “core of _ 
with results that still daze;biological science. , 
biologists,” As a result of this, Dr. Muller Waldcmar Kaempf-, 
fert, late. science editor of The said that progress in genetics 
New York Times. wrote of Dr. I research could not be restored 
Muller. ‘:At one fell stroke hejin a generation and charged 
obtained mutations which gave’that the lcndcrs of the Soviet 
the doctrine of evolution new Academy of Sciences were”mis- 
meaning?’ *using their position to destroy 

“When some future historianI: ycience for narrow political pur- 
contrasts our barbaric 20th ten-! poses.” 
tury \yifh his own happy era/ His principal target was Tro- 
he will, not stint himself injfim D. Lysenlto, Lvhose theory . . - _ 
praising Muller. ‘To his men-i that plants and animals could ,..: -.A:,: ., : 
strous fruit flies we trace th,ejtransmit characteristics 
first. d&berate successful SCl- 

ac- 1.. .I,., ; ...-. 

entific;jinterfercnce with the 
quired through th-ir environ- 
mcnt had been adopted as offi- 

processes of heredity by eX-l cial policy under Stalin. 
tcrnal..agencies’ he will say of 
the prnfessor.” 

/ Academician Lysenko’s virws 
!contmued to be accepted after 

might ship in the American Institute 

Dr. Muller was a member of 

‘. ‘arm vhq?re men are asked or numerous scientific and aca- 

orccd 1%; surrender their most 
ntinintq rights and privilepra 

‘: ,. 
or thg,,greatcr glory of ths 
:cnc.s.” 

,.,.‘i,.ot fad:,&ey to one of the American Humanist Association 
. * ;our de,$y$rs of our times--war, from 1955 to 1959. I 


